                                   Leon Mitchell
                                          A bio   
Writer- Director Leon Mitchell was born in his mother’s adopted new hometown of the South Bronx New York City, after she moved her family from the dirt road enclave of Fort Worth Texas, on April 16 1955.  After that early time in his life after his mother moved the family to the South Bronx, where he considers his real creative birthplace, Leon’s mother and aunt was always the consummate storyteller and she is the primary person he credits with nurturing his early appreciation of the art form.

Leon recalls growing up watching old movies night after night. While his mother explained the back story to him, she knew her Film Noir down to the bone, she would explain the film and the times surrounding the film, and the back story of the actors, I was so excited by the lives of the people who acted out those colorful and yet powerful stories, His future as a filmmaker, while inevitable, took small sequential steps from those early years. Sketching the images in his mind’s eye quickly progressed into a true passion for painting as early as 11 years of age.  By the time he was a teenager, Leon had developed an appreciation for photography, which he pursued with vigor at New York’s high school of Art and Design where he majored in fine art and commercial photography.  Leon cemented his commitment to a career in the arts by enrolling at the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT).

After graduating from FIT, Leon briefly worked for several fashion magazines including (Essence) and corporate/industrial publications including Successful Meetings.  He also worked as a freelance photojournalist for the now defunct Vision Fotos Agency, taking campaign photos of Jesse Jackson’s Presidential Campaign. Still the experience left him empty and unfulfilled he needed something that was more team oriented and less Click controlled 

During his time as a photojournalist, Leon met and began assisting renowned French fashion photographer Jacques Malignon.  While working for Malignon doing Harper’s Bazaar and French Vogue editorial photography, Leon traveled to Paris where his love of film was re-ignited.  When he returned to the states with the help of a close friend who was producing for noted filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola, Leon was hired as a production assistant on the film “Cotton Club”.  Impressed with his work on “Cotton Club” she hired him as a P.A. again for Director Michael Schultz’s Hip-Hop film (“Krush Groove”) where he met two of his biggest professional influences, producers Doug Mc Henry and George Jackson (“New Jack City” and “Jason’s Lyric”).  From these experiences he knew he had to be in the Film Industry. He continued to write screenplays and do re-writes for many producers and writers. He dipped into “the ugly part” of the industry and did ghost writing for well-known writers and producers but soon stopped that process for he felt was “a road to a dead end”.

Now a prolific writer and prepping 2 projects that one of will mark his feature film debut. And now Leon has hitched his Production Company, Valley Street Films, with the burgeoning Georgia based Production Company, Best Entertainment and ReCue Films. They joined forces to make big waves and put good products into the pipeline. We want to do films that have some soul to them and are also a throw back to the films of the 70’s.

Leon now makes his home in West Virginia and travels back and forth to New York when needed.
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